Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 PEKING 00889 090847Z 

17S 

ACTION EA- 10 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SS-I5 SP-02 INR-07 EUR-I2 /047 W 

075374 

R0908I0ZMAY 75 
EMUSLO PEKING 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3724 
INEO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

CONEIDENTIAL PEKING 889 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT PINR CH 
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1 . REETEL POINTS UP A ROLE EOR TANG WEN-SHENG (NANCY TANG) 
WHICH WE HAVE LONG SUSPECTED, BUT WHICH VISITS BY 
TINDEMANS AND KIM IL SUNG SEEM TO HAVE CONEIRMED, I.E. 

HER ROLE IS MORE THAT THAT OE AN INTERPRETER AND INVOLVES 
EU5348,& -,$ :)-48*68,& .-9'S STATEMENTS FOR FOREIGN 
LISTENERS. ADDRESSEES NO DOUBT HAVE NOTED THAT NANCY TANG 
SAT IN ON MAO'S MEETINGS WITH TINDEMANS AND KIM IL SUNG 
DESPITE THE EACT THAT SHE SPEAKS NEITHER ERENCH NOR KOREAN 
TO OUR KNWOLEDGE. PROCEDURE IN BOTH CASES APPEARED 

TO HAVE BEEN THAT WANT HAI-JUNG EIRST RENDERS MAO'S 
STATEMENT EROM WISPERED HUNAN DIALECT INTO INTELLIGIBLE 
CHINESE, NANCY TANG THEN REPHRASED IT OR ADJUSTED IT 
EOR THE INTERPRETER WHO THEN REPEATED IT IN VISITOR'S 
LANGUAGE. WITH ENGLISH SPEAKING VISITORS, NANCY TANG 
CAN OE COURSE ELIMINATE THE INTERMEDIARY STEP AND PUT 
MAO'S THOUGHTS-AS AMENDED-INTO ENGLISH. 

2. USLO OEFICER WHO ACCOMPANIED ALBERT-RHODES GROUP 
ON VISIT WITH CHU TEH NOTED THAT THE SAME THING SEEMED 
TO BE OWOURRING IN HIS CASE. ALTER CHU WOULD MAMBLE 
INCOMPREHENSIBLE REPLY TO ALBERT'S QUERY, NANCY TANG 
WOULD REPLY APPARENTLY WITHOUT MUCH REEERENCE TO WHAT 
CHU HAD SAID. IN ANOTHER CASE, NEW ZEALAND AMBASSADOR 
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WHO CONSISTANTLY DEFERRED TO NANCY TANG AND OCCASIONALLY 
APPEARED TO ASK HER WHAT TO SAY. NANCY WOULD OEEER GUIDANCE 
AND THEN INTERPRET WANG'S REMARKS. 

3. COMMENHEC WE SUSPECT THAT NANCY TANG'S ROLE IS A TECHNICAL 
ONE AND THAT SHE IS NOT MAKING POLICY OPE THE TOP OF HER 
HEAD. NEVERTHELESS, IT IS A ROLE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE AND 
INDICATIVE OE THE CONEIDENCE THE CHINESE LEADERSHIP, 

QUITE POSSIBLE PREMIER CHOU, HAS IN HER. 
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